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Summer  
Events   

 July 13   OFC Safety Day  
Waterbury Oxford Airport 

 July 16  Monthly Meeting   
  Tuesday evening at 19:00, 121 Restaurant  

 July 29-Aug 4   EAA Airventure, KOSH   

 Aug 3      OFC Summer Picnic   
 Burt & Molly Stevens’ home, 29 Orton Lane, Woodbury  (5.3 NM NW of KOXC) 

 Aug 3-4   New England Air Show, KCEF   

 Sept 14   OFC Grass Landing (N41)   

 Sept 14   Great Barrington Fly-In (KGBR)   

 Sept 15   Simsbury Fly-In (4B9)   

 

 

 



Membership 
       Welcome New Members (left to right) Jens Hansen, Mahesh Reddy, Jeffrey Trueman, Christopher   

      and Raymond Poole, plus Returning Member Jason Feinman! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jens Hansen joins us with a fresh Private ticket he earned in January. Jens is originally from Denmark and now 
lives with his family in Trumbull, and hopes to take them on flight excursions around the area.  

 Mahesh Reddy is a Student Pilot and has soloed, and plans to complete his Private very soon. Originally from 
Bangalore India, Mahesh lives in Tumbull with his wife and has two sons, both in college. He also runs his own 
business. Mahesh is obviously a man who knows how to manage his time!  

 Jeffrey Trueman is also a Student but is very close to completing his Private. Jeffrey is a full time recruiter for 
the United States Air Force, and is currently living in Bridgeport with his wife. He did most of his flight training 
in Arizona.  

 Raymond and Christopher Poole are yet another father and son team among our ranks. Both are pilots with 
Raymond flying for American Airlines, and his son Christopher with his recent Private.  

 Welcome back, Jason Feinman.  He  earned his Private certificate as an OFC member. He will be working on 
instrument training with Burt. 

 

We also celebrate the successful achievements of two club members: 

 

Skyler Kramer  (photo on lower  left) passed his checkride in May, with 40 hours in his logbook!  Unfortunately, he 
will be away at college, and has resigned from the club for the present time.  Hopefully we shall run into him with 
his dad Tom on the ramp from time to time.  Meanwhile – 

Mike Fazio, (lower right) knight-errant and humble editor of this esteemed publication, finally made an initial solo 
flight in his favorite club plane, N4384F, under the watchful eye of Burt Stevens.  Experience the joy of the day by 
surfing:   http://youtu.be/aeQtPnjRUbU 

http://youtu.be/aeQtPnjRUbU
http://youtu.be/aeQtPnjRUbU


Training Room 
Always Learning 
By Burt Stevens, CFI 

Our founding editor has asked that I contribute to this first edition of our club’s brand new newsletter.  I 
am honored and pleased to do so (and should have known I’d get roped into doing so since I put Mike up 
to the thankless job of editor – thanks Mike!) 

 

I took my first flight almost 41 years ago in September, 1972.  I soloed a month later with all of 9 hours in 
my logbook – here at KOXC.  I got my private 11 months and 55 hours later, flew for about 500 hours, got 
my instrument ticket then quit for 25 years.  I frequently say I grew a family, a company and a waist line. 

 

I started flying again eight years ago – in May, 2005 – and have added another 1500 hours to my logbook 
since then.  In that time, I’ve added my commercial, multiengine, CFI, double I, MEI, AGI and IGI.  As I 
write this, I have my ATP written course outline at hand. 

 

If I can pass along anything, it’s that I always think of myself as a student pilot and use every opportunity 
when I fly to learn something new.  Many of you know that I taught skiing in Wyoming for 10 or so years 
just before I married the dream of my life.  I frequently would tell guests that they cannot learn how to 
improve if they ski on autopilot.  The vast majority of people do ski on autopilot; that is, they don’t think 
at all about how they get down the hill but are incredibly happy just to end up at the bottom. 

 

Regrettably, too many pilots fly on autopilot as well and I don’t mean that button that they push on the 
panel for heading and altitude hold.  I’m talking about that button they push in their heads that let them 
wander the sky at plus or minus 3 or 400 feet and plus or minus 20 or 30 degrees like there’s no one else 
up there. 

I encourage each one of us to activate our learning 
genes every time we shout, “Clear!”  Brief each 
flight, decide what you’re going to work on and 
work on it.  At the end of each flight, ask yourself, 
“What did I learn today?”  That way you’re “Always 
Learning.” 
  
 
 



The South Ramp 

 
 The After-Flight Check List  
  Complies with Club Rules & TSA Regulations.  
  (Since, as pilots, we love checklists!   Let’s memorize this one. -ed.) 

 

 

1. Alt & Master OFF, Ignition OFF, Key REMOVED  

2. RECORD Date/Name/Tach time in log book.  

3. Confirm credit card & fuel slip are in log book.  

4. Install GUST LOCK on yoke.*  

5. Close & lock PILOT WINDOW.  

6. Secure SEAT BELTS & shoulder straps.  

7. Secure all three tie-downs.*  

8. Install pitot cover & cowl plugs.*  

9. Remove personal items & TRASH from cabin  

     and baggage compartment.  
 

                                   * Note: unnecessary if plane is in hangar.  

  

         thoughts from John Morici 

  

For a few years I had been renting aircraft. Most of what I want to do is cross country flying.  With rentals I 

found myself working around training schedules and would rarely find a time when an over-night or a 

weekend trip was possible.  I considered purchasing a plane, but considering the limited hours I would fly in a 

year, it did not make sense, so I decided to look at flying clubs.   

  

Having belonged to a few, I learned quite a bit on what to look for in a club:  Maintenance is primary.  How it 

is handled, and how often does a plane squawk in the same problem? Who is responsible? With one or two 

planes, availability becomes a real problem, especially if you throw in down time for maintenance and 

annuals.  Also, the RG actually cinched it- perfect for those longer flights. 

  

I was impressed to see that OFC planes were very clean and seemed to be well-maintained.  The idea of 

formal Long-Range Planning for each A/C is unique and to me was a tell-tale of a well-organized group. 

I have been in clubs where the only requirement is a single check ride.  How serious-minded are those 

members who don’t have to live up to an annual flight review?  I have met too many pilots who treat flying as 

if they are driving ‘cars with wings.’  I am pleased to find after several months of membership that I have only 

met like-minded pilots who are committed to improving their own skills and are dedicated to safe aviation.   

  

It is good to find one’s self in such a positive, affirming company of friends.          Thanks OFC! 

10. Install window covers during summer season.*  

11. Verify cabin is clear of personal items & TRASH.  

12. Verify door(s) & window(s) are locked.*  

13. Lock & verify baggage compartment is locked.*  

14. Walk around to verify tie-downs are secure.*  

15. Order fuel, if necessary. Cannot be in hangar.  

16. Replace any oil used from OFC cabinet @ Key Air.  

17. NOTIFY MX team of all SQUAWKS and     

        If tach time is  ≤ 5 hours to oil change.  

18. NOTIFY club members if back early.  

Why I Joined OFC 



Hangar 17 
Maintenance Tips & Tricks 
By Brian Proulx, OFC Maintenance Officer 
 

 
Who’s Squawking Now? 
 Hello Club! 
 

A newsletter like this is a great way to communicate positive flying stories, refresh on procedures, and 
send out reminders in a fun and organized way. I would like to thank Mike Fazio for taking on the job of 
Editor-in-Chief to kick off this first edition in style.  Great work! 

  

I would like to start my first article by reviewing how to properly squawk a maintenance item when it 
involves Club aircraft.  While I am typically available and most members call me directly with their MX 
issues, this is not the approved Club process for reporting squawks.  Remember, your squawk directly 
affects others who are looking to fly after you.  

  

The approved process for reporting maintenance issues is as follows: 

1.     Any squawk is required to be documented in writing within the aircraft. Your first step is to write up  
 the MX issue in the ‘yellow page’ section of the OFC Aircraft Logbook 

2.     Once documented, post your squawk on the OFC website using the following link: 
 http://books.dreambook.com/ofc1/squawk.html 

3.     If an issue affects the general operation of the aircraft, or it affects the airworthiness of the aircraft, 
 then call my cell phone or the cell phone of a MX assistant after #1 is completed. 

  

Any OFC pilot can ground an airplane from flight and it is the PIC’s responsibility to notify a MX team 
member that a grounding occurred. In the KeyAir Maintenance cabinet are 8½ x 11 signs to be used 
should a plane be grounded. Place this sign on the affected aircraft’s pilot seat so that the next person 
does not fly. I will follow up with a MX booking in the aircraft scheduler and an email to the Club 
members on the issue and plan for resolution.  No bookings are allowed over a MX booking, and I will call 
you should your flight be affected by a MX booking.  

  

The MX Team does everything possible to prevent aircraft downtime however when you consider that 
this Club logs in excess of 1100hrs per year, there is bound to be some downtime for MX. 

  

Here’s to keeping the dirty side down and the AI blue over brown! 

  

http://books.dreambook.com/ofc1/squawk.html
http://books.dreambook.com/ofc1/squawk.html


Scrapbook & 
Gaffs and Goofs 

Flying a plane is no different from 
riding a bicycle. It's just a lot 
harder to put baseball cards in the 
spokes. 
 
— Captain Rex Kramer, in the 
movie Airplane. 

 

A good day at Jones’ Beach,  May 2013 



 
 

Club Officers 
President: Gary Nalband                    

Vice President: Edward Chromczak 

Secretary: Karl Noffke 

Treasurer: Kristi Dobbs 

Maintenance Officer: Brian Proulx 

Membership Officer: Don Heidrich 

Safety Officer: Jay Sabot 

About The Club 
Oxford Flying Club is open to any interested individual.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have membership categories of Regular, Student and 
Associate. Joining requires a one time/lifetime membership fee  
of $500. There is a monthly fixed cost allocation charge of $125 
for Regular Members and $90 for Student Members which 
includes insurance coverage. Associate Membership is $25 per 
month and includes limited flying privileges.  
For Regular members the minimum monthly charge is $315 which 
includes two hours of flight time.  
 

 

 

Oxford Flying Club meets at a designated location near OXC at 7:00 pm on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Although Club Business and Safety Discussions are the official agenda at our meetings, a good deal of hangar 
flying has been known to occur.  
 

CONTACT! 
 

Oxford Flying Club  www.oxfordflyingclub.com     
288 Christian Street Box 3  email:  info@oxfordflyingclub.com  -  or contact 
Oxford, CT 06478  Burt Stevens (bstevens@snet.net)  -  (203) 263-5158
  

 
Oxford Flying Club, formed in 1992, is a nonprofit corporation dedicated to safe, affordable flying for its 
members. We are based at Waterbury-Oxford Airport (OXC), a modern, well-managed state-owned facility 
in Oxford, Connecticut. Thanks to a diverse, involved membership the Club has become one of the most 
active aviation organizations in New England.  
 
The Club is a friendly group of about 50 individuals who share the joy of aviation. Our membership 
encompasses pilots of all experience levels from basic students to retired airline pilots, and includes several 
instructors who offer expert training and guidance. Each member contributes his or her talents to keep the 
Club and the Aircraft running smoothly. Members are known to fly together to share experience, cross 
train, and maintain currency. We offer aviation camaraderie, education and fun!  
 

mailto:info@oxfordflyingclub.com

